A 4 "SO 
* a 
* * =. 
+ boy 


I T4 4 7 


© Tre iterum in lacrymas, iterum tentare precando 
«6 Cogitur, et ſupplex an imos ſubmittere amor. 
“ Sed nullis ille movetur 
« F letibus, aut voces ullas tractabilis audit. | 
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MARCELLUS 


sc EN E, @ Dreaſing- Room. 

| Decorated with various prints, repreſenting. 

hiſtorical facts. — Edward the IVth ſolemnix- 
ing his nuptials with Elizabeth Woodville : 

James, Duke of York, eſpouſing Anne Hyde; 
and George the It marrying, with the left 
band, Mellefina de Schulemburg, Dutcheſs of 
| Kendal. — Over the chimney, a length piece 
of Madame de Maintenon careſſing Louis the 

_ XIVth. — Between the doors, Peter the 
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Great, Emperor of Rui ia, and Catherine his 
wife, in chiaro oſcuro. — On a pedeſtal of | 
por phyry, two figures : one, in Baſalte, of Henry 
the IVth of France; the other, in marble of 
Maſſa Carrara repreſenting © La Belle Ga- 
brielle :” the Monarch kneeling, and laying 
his ſword and diadem at the feet of his be- 
loved miſtreſ.— Near it, a  mezzatinto of | 
Solyman the Second and Roxalana,—A mi- 
niature, in oils, upon glas; * the ſubjef, | 
OM Victor Amadeus, King of Sardinia, and 

i Madame de St. Sebaſtian.” 


On a Sefa, 


Julia, weeping. 5 ber, a book, balf open, in 
Italian, entitled, «© Memorie recondite dell 
illaſriſina Bianca Cappella, Gran Ducbeſa 
di Toſcana, e. Moglie di Franceſco Primo.” 
Her hair diſordered ; in her countenance, im- 
patience, diſtreſs, and expectation blended. 
Marcellus enters; throws himſelf at her 


feet, 


3 
feet, and taking ber band between bis, places 
himſelf by her on the ſofa. 


JULIA. 


You are come, then, cruel prince: 
alas! only to inſult | my diſtreſs, and to 
5 augment my wretchedneſs, | Is this the 
reward due to my tenderneſs, and the 
: protection which you extend to my ho- 
nour | ? Was it generous, was it even hu- 


| mane, to abandon the object of your love to 


the unlicens 'd curioſity, and more licen- 


tious diſquiſitions of an unfecling Senate? 


Was that the tribunal before which julia 
ought to appear ? Can the heir of the firſt 


monarchy i in the world, permit the pro- 


| fane multitude, with unhallowed hands, 
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F 
to rend the ſacred veil which has hitherto 


myſteriouſly conceal'd our loves, and to 


gaze upon the ſecrets of our mutual ho- 


nour? 
MARKCELLus. 


Ungenerous Julia ! inſtead of ſoothing 


the agitations of my mind, and pitying . 
, that fatal neceſſity which produc d the 


reluctant conſent, torn from me by i im- 


portunity, to contradict i in the Senate the 


ſuppos'd nature of our union, you add 
poignancy to all my feelings, by theſe 


| unmerited reproaches. Conſider | my 


ſituation, and be yourſelf my judge. — 


: How could + act! how reconcile the | 


hover with the prince! Agitated by con- 


ficting 


+ Lo 


: fiating paſſions; ; ſurrounded by the moſt 
domeſtic and augmenting wants; my pa- 
lace in ruins; ; my father irritated ; my 
friends importunate ; ; my ſervants diſcon- 
rented ; my future ſubjects clamorous for | 
ſatisfaction, upon a point which they 
conceived to be deeply connected with 
national objects of the moſt ſerious na- . 
ture 1— - thus preſſed, thus driven — ah 1 
Julia, Fa I have ſeem” d to abandon the 
phantom of honour, it is only to make 
a rich compenſation at the ſhrine of love. 
We will be the whole world to cach 


other. 


JULIA. | 


E 
JULIA. 


You teach me, prince, the bitter leſ- 


: ſon, which kings, in every age, have in- 


culcated on the objects even of their ten- 


dereſt affection. You raiſe us only to 


envied heights, to procipitate us from 
thence i into a deeper abyſs: x: you bind our 


| temples with an imaginary diadem, to 


which the ſervile multitude bows with 


reverence, till they diſcover the decep- i 
tion. Where is that unſullied fame, 
which I ſo lately poſſeſs d and which, in 
an evil hour, ſeduc'd by royal oaths and 


promiſes, I weakly facrific d? Where thoſe 5 


peaceful ins La and that calm repoſe, 
which 


E 7 1 


which uſed to accompany them ?—The 


ſplendid dream of fancied royalty 1s paſt, 5 
and I awake to all the anguiſh of remorſe, 
| augmented by tranſitory poſſeſſion.— 
What compenſation can you make to a 
| heart, wounded in its moſt vital part 4 
and which ſtill retains too much pride, : 


even in its humiliation, to ſurvive its 55 


departed honour ? 


The ſame hand, my beloved miſtreſs, 3 5 
which inflicted the involuntary wound, | 
hall apply the balm. Julia never can, 


and 
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d never ſhall be preciphatl from che 
eminence, to which, not more my 
fondneſs, than her own virtues and high 
endowmen ts, have deſervedly elevated 
her The veil, though torn, is not yet 
wholly withdrawn, which ſhelter'd and 
conceal'd us from general view. Enough 
has been done to ſatisfy my public duties. 
f The lover will ſtill protect his miſtreſs, 7 
with all the anxious ſolicitude of reſpect- 
ful tenderneſs. A myſterious | darkneſs, 
wh ich even the aſſertions made in the Se- 
2 nate, cannot altogether diſperſe, ſhall con- 


tinue to ſurround the ſacred aſylum of our 


loves, and repreſs the too preſumptuous 0 
e of the vulgar. Julia ſhall ſtill be 
regarded 


1 
regarded as the queen of my affeAtions, 


and ſhall retain her pre-eminence above 


every competitreſs. : 


JULIA. 


Tis in vain that you attempt to ſuſtain 


my ſinking honour, and to uphold my 


fallen dignity, by fabſtituting the frail 


ſupport of love, for the ſolid foundation 
of a legitimate union. Extended as is 
your empire, prince, it has its limits : "3 

it may enchain the outward form, but 


cannot extend to the unconquer' d mind ; | 


it cannot fetter, or controul opinion. — 


A proud nation will not bend beſore the 
C5 idol 
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idol which it does not really venerate. 


Detraction and malevolence will aim 
their cruel and inviſible ſhafts at my de- 
voted head: nor can your interpoſition, _ 
powerful as it is, either deprecate or pre- 


vent their effects. The inſolence of 


married virtue will diſdain to ſtoop to 


an ambiguous and unſanRtion' d union. : 
Wherever I look, 1 ſee only an averted 

- countenance, and: an alter d eye. Thoſe, 
who lately bowed the knee, will hence- 

forth fly me; and I ſhall become the 
| melancholy victim of ſtate neceſſity, 
conſign'd to ſolitude, and to oblivion, 


MAR- 


Bi 


MARCELLUS, 


No! Julia, by thoſe Gods who pre- 
ſided at our union, and by that honour 
| which you ſo highly cheriſh, the deſtiny 
' which you deſcribe in colours ſo alarm- 
ing, ſhall never be yours! This proud 
nation, whoſe cenſure you ſo much 
dread, is already too far departed from : 
the rigid ſeverity of antient manners, to 
refuſe the tribute of reſpect to her, whom 
their prince has ſelected for the object 


of his attachment and homage. They 


will not ſhock their future ſovereign, by 


too obtruſive an enquiry into the pre- 


ciſe nature of our union. They wil! 


cz not 
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not ſacrifice to a ſcrupulous and un- 


faſhionable delicacy of virtue, at the ex- 
pence of intereſt and of favour. But 
theſe are not the only ſupports on which 

Julia may ſecurely repoſe, for general 

reſpect, and univerſal ſubmiſſion. Her 
engaging manners, her unaſſuming com- 

5 placency, above all, her virtues, her paſt 
: unſullied conduct, and ſpotleſs reputa- 
tion, will raiſe ber above the feeble ef- 
- forts of malevolence and detraction. 

The beautiful cc Gabrielle,” though only | 

the miſtreſs of Henry the IVth, was 

more below a by her contemporaries, 
and more reſpected by ſucceeding times, 

a than was the feeble and unfortunate Ma- 
od of Medicis, though ſhe was the wife 


a 


E 24 
and the queen of that amiable mo- 


narch. 


JULIA. 


Ah! prince, you have touched upon 
a firing, w v which under | your hand, can 
produce only a harſh and diſcordant 
note. Did Henry, chat model of kings, 
and at the mention of whoſe name, hu- 

. manity ſeems to reſpire, did he, fram'd 
as he was in the gentleſt mould, and 
open to all the impreſſions of benignity 
and tenderneſs, ever conſent to abandon 

Gabrielle“ to the clamours of an un- 
; feeling multitude, or even to the more 


ſpe- 


1 81 
ſpecious pretences of ſtate neceſſity ? 
He better knew, and reſpected the ſacred 
rights of love. He did not ſuffer a too 


preſumptuous friend, or a too officious 


ſervant, to tear from him a reluctant | 


: conſent to diſhonour his miſtreſs. He 


knew, (for he was a man, although a 


king,) that love admits no diſtinctions, | 
and owns no ſuperiorities, ; except thoſe 
which originate from itſelf. He thought | 
the miſtreſs of his affections, worthy 


his throne, as much as his bed. He 


would have rais 8˙d hes to that eminence, | 


if death had not interpos d, and ſnatched 


from her brow the diadem, with which 


Henry had prepar d to encircle it. 


11 


MARC ELIus. 


I own it, Julia. It is true that 

| Henry had proeed, and would perhaps 
have carried into execution, this laſt 5 
and greateſt proof of the empire which 
i his miſtreſs had obtain d over him. It 

is poſſible too, that the people whom 8 


he had vanquiſh d and pardon' d, might 


5 from veneration of his virtues, and at- 


tachment to his perſon, have acquie- 


ſced in this choice. 150 Gabrielle” might 


=, have reigned over F rance, as well as 


. over its monarch. But, the experiment, 


„5 muſt ſtill be confeſs'd, was replete with 


peril, wn pregnant with conſequences, 


to 
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1 16 ] 
N to which I fear, from delicacy, too 
| Arongly to direct your attention. A 
diſputed ſucceſſion, with all its train of I 
| concomitant, and unaſcertained calami- 
ties, might again have plunged his un- 
happy kingdom in more complicated. 
Tuin, than that from which he had fo 
recently extricated it. , The idol of hiſ- 
tory, and the delight of human kind, I 
might, by one act of amiable, but fatal 
weakneſs, have become the ſcourge of 
France, inſtead of her reſtorer. Nor, 
forgive me, Julia, was it death alone 
which interpos 'd between "4 Gabrielle” 
and the royal diadem. Sully, with that | 
rigid, but _ upright. integrity, which 


 characteris'd and immortaliz d him, 5 


ſuſ- 


8 
ſuſpended and prevented an act, which 
he juſtly apprehended might involve his 
ſovereign and his country in one coma 


mon deſtruction. 


JULIA, 


You have tudied the page of hiſtory, | 
Marcellus, as a monarch, but you have 
not perus d it with the feelings of a lo- 
ver. There is ſtill a middle path, which 
a prince, diſpos'd to raiſe the object of 
his choice to a level with himſelf, might 
adopt, without apprehenſion of danger, 


and without diminution of his own dig- 


nity. 


5 The 


[ 
The greateſt, and the proudeſt ſove- 


1} 


reign. of modern Europe, Louis the 
: XIVth himſelf, in the plenitude of his 
power, and ſurrounded by the haughty 
magnificence of Verſailles, yet conde- 
ſcended to ſtoop to the widow of an ob- 
ſcure poet. a humble ſupplant on his N 

bounty. He felt the force of her intel- - 
lectual merit, more than that of her per- : 
ſonal attractions: he did not diſdain to A 
: trace the ſacred, though unfiniſhed foot- | 
ſteps of his illuſtrious anceſtor. Yet, 
recollecting the obligations impoſed upon 
the king, while he recogniz'd the rights 
of love implanted by the hand of nature 
in the boſom of the man, he found | 
the means of reconciling theſe oppeſite . 


and 


1 9 ] 
and diſcordant duties. Madame de 
Maintenon aſcended his bed by the moſt 


facred and legitimate title, though mo- 


tives of ſtate precaution precluded her — 00 6 i} 
from the external honours annexed to | 


the rank of a Queen of France. 


However indiſputable, and even aſcer- 
tained are the facts which you enumerate, 
I fear, Julia, that by no analogy of rea- 
ſoning, can they be made to apply to the 
ſituation, in which 1 can alone propoſe 


them as a model for i imitation. Madame 
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de Maintenon, though ſhe became the 
D 2 wife 99 


f  ] 

wife of Louis the XIVth, yet only roſe. 
to that ſituation ; in the afternoon of life ; 
and at a period, when Louis, ſatiated 
with pomp, weary of himſelf, incapable 
of amuſement, and ſinking into an un- 
- manly bigotry, demanded a friend and a 
companton, rather than a wife, though he 
choſe to lanctify the connection by the 
aid of a religious ceremony. She was 
only known! in France as Marchioneſs of | 
Maintenon, though the ready ſubmiſſion 
of the courtiers | reſpected and acknow- 
ledged in her perſon a more dignified 
title to their homage. She was a ſtranger 
5 to every ching of royalty, except its fa- 
tigues, its inanity, and its renunciations. 
She did not, like Monteſpan and La 


Valicre, 


[nm 1 
Valiere, preſide over the voluptuous re- 
finements or pleaſures of a poliſh'd 
court. Her wretched evenin gs were paſled 
in ineffectual exertions to entertain, and 
awaken an exhauſted mind. She was 
reduc'd to look back with envy and re- 
gret, from the terrace of Verſailles, on 
the bumble condition of Scarron's Wi- 
dow : and when, at length, Louis, ſink- 
ing under a complication of national ca- 
lamities, of domeſtic diſtreſs, and af 
| perſonal infirmities, releas d her from 
the ſplendid captivity in which he had 
ſo long held hee; ſhe. relaps'd into 
45 private ſtation, and expir d in the 
cells of St. Cyr, neglected and forgotten 
before her death. 


JULIA, 


22 
JULIA. 


It is not from the annals of F rance, 5 
perceive, that I can draw any Procedents 
| for your imitation. ' You reject the ex- 

amples of her greateſt princes: you blame 
the projected weakneſs of Henry, and you 
; arraign the feeble compliance of Louis. 
Be it fo. 1 appeal to a higher and 
5 more illuſtrious authority ; to a monarch, 
deſervedly entitled to univerſal admira- 
tion; and on whom, not poſterity only, 
but even his enemies and his contempo- 
raries, by voluntary and unanimous con- 
ſent, have conferred the title of <« Great. 
I mean, Peter, Emperor of Ruſſia. He, 


In 


1 23 ] 
inthe vigour of life, Auer ſubdued by 


the effeminacy of love, nor enſlav d by the 
fetters of ſuperſtition, but, yielding to the 
calm dictates of reflection, ſelected from 
among the princeſſes of Europe, tor e 
partner of his throne and bed, a vil- 
lager, whoſe very origin and preceding : 
hiſtory are involved in ſuch obſcurity, 
as almoſt to clude the moſt curious en- 
quiry. He thought her mind and quali- 85 
ties framed ſor the government of man- 8 
kind, and he diſdain'd the accidinia? cir- 
cumſtances of her birth and extraction. 
He did more. At his death he devolv'd 
upon her the Imperial crown of Ruſſia, 
and left her deſpotic miſtreſs of the moſt 
extended empire in the world. Is this a 


| model, 


E } 


model, prince, for imitation ? Has hiſtory 


arraign'd or condemn'd the choice of 
Peter? Or, rather, has not his grateful 
country acknowledg'd, among the bene- 
| factions of his hand, and the bleſſings of 
his reign, the ſcleQion of a peaſant for 
his Empreſs, and his ſucceſſor ? 


MARCELLUS, 


| The fame action, Julia, which, in 
an Emperor of Ruſſia, may not only be 
venial, : but, 0 perhaps, is entitled to 
the higheſt admiration, would be cen- 
fi urable, and even criminal, in the heir 


to a limited monarchy. Peter was not 


merely 


1 


merely the deſpotic ſovereign of His do- 


minions; but, he had created, reform'd, 


and civiliz'd his ſubjects. | The barba- 


rous Mufcovite, ſcarcely ſuperior to the 


roving Tartar at the æra when he al- 


cended the throne, became inſenfibly 


under his forming hand, a-liberal, en- 


lighten'd, and poliſh' d European. Ile 
had already conferr' d arts, and i introduc” d 5 
the benefits of commerce, throughout 
- his wide extended provinces : he had 


founded a new capital, and overturn'd 


with a gigantic force, all the inſtitutions 


civil and military, to which the preſcrip- 
tion of ages had affix d a fanction, be- 


; fore he ventur d upon this laſt, and per- 


haps, greateſt proof of his irreſiſtible 
3 deſpotiſin, 
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deſpotiſm. His people, recently emerged 
from barbariſm, and accuſtomed to regard 
with a blind and ſervile reverence, every 
act of their prince, never ventured to 
queſtion, or to oppoſe his unlimited au- 
: thority. Catherine ſurviv'd him, and 


reign d over Ruſſia.— But, the ſove- 


reign of a free country muſt reſpect, and 8 


muſt conſult opinion. He cannot violate 
with impunity thoſe ſacred reſtrictions, 
either of law or of manners, which his 
ſubjects are habituated to eſteem. Great 
as he! is, he muſt appear before the tri= 
bunal of his people and to enſure their 
obedience, he muſt deſerve. their affec- 
tions. The examples of the moſt amiable : 
or r illuſtrious princes, | who have reigned 


over. 


E 
over ſlaves, can form no precedent, and 


plead no apology, for the voluntary er- 


ror of a monarch, who is limited by 


laws, and reſtrain'd by the conſtitution 


of the nation, over which he is born to 


- Fein.” 


"FULL A. 


If, Marcellus, I fought for inſtances 


among foreign princes, it was not be- 


cauſe I wanted the ſandtion of domeſtic 
authority to ſuſtain my cauſe. It is in 


the boſom of your own family, that I 


find the moſt numerous, and moſt in- 


conteſtible deviations from the principles 


E 2 which 
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1 
which you have choſen to adopt. 
Wherever I look; whether I conſult the 
records of paſt times, or caſt my eye on 
the more recent tranſactions of the pre- 
ſent age; whether I appeal to the con- 
duct of thoſe monarchs from whom you 
Jneally deſcend, or advert to the alli- 
ances. contracted by the neareſt collateral | 
| Princes of your blood, , am equally | 
ſupported i in my pretenſions. They acted 
from more enlarged, or from more ge- 
nerous conſiderations, than are thoſe by 
Which you « chuſe to limit and to regulate 
your conduct. 1 would not, prince, 
indelicately preſs too hard upon a ſub- 
jet, where you may be exquiſitely ſen- 
ſible. I wiſh to owe. to your het | 


that 


1 
that throne, which I diſdain to accept on 


meaner terms, If I have produc'd 


examples the moſt illuſtrious ; if 1 have 
_ addreſs'd myſelf to your underſtanding, 
and not your paſſions, it is becauſe, 
While I bow to your high dignity, I feel 
my OWN, 1 have not ſought to ava 
| myſelf of the boaſted empire which love 
confers, or to uſe the perſuaſive elo- 
quence which diſtreſs inſpires. Again 
then, let me demand of you, why ſhould 
you, Marcellus, bluſh to do, what the 
| moſt exalted of your anceſtors did not 


conceive to be unworthy of his ſtation, 


or unbecoming his kingly character? 


5 
MARCELLUS, 


IJ confeſs, Julia, that in theſe in- 


| ſtances, you touch me nearly, and attack 


me in the moſt vulnerable quarter. * 


with to yield the conviction which 
vou demand; and my heart, with per- 
fidious facility, imbibes the delicious 
intoxication, which this union of fact 8 
and of reaſoning is too well calcu- 

lated to produce. I feel, with a ſort 
of pious predilection, and filial re- 

ſpect, the ſanction conferr'd on my : 
own paſſion, by the ſacrifices, which my 
anceſtors have made to the objects of 
their affection. vet, perhaps, if 1 were 


Ae d 


TY 1 


inclin'd to examine with accuracy, and 


to diſſect with impartiality, the examples 


that you produce, they would till be 


found ambiguous, defective, and incapa- 
ble of imitation. The local uſages, and 
peculiar privileges of the Germanic em- 
pire, may ſanctify, and legitimate a ſpe- 


cies of matrimonial union, unknown to, 


and illegal in any other country. Va- 
rious gradations and ſhades of that con- 


nexion may even exiſt; on the validity 


or invalidity of which caſuiſts may 
diſpute, and power may, perhaps, ulti- 


mately decide. But, between us, alas ! 


a more inſurmountable obſtacle i 18 inter- 


pos'd; an obſtacle, which far excceds | 


my ability to remove, or to annihilate. 


How 
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How can I evade, or how deſtroy the 
effect of a ſolemn law, which interdicts 

and prohibits, under penalties the moſt 
| ſevere, that proof of my affection which 


J ulia demands ? 


\ AWE 


1 it here, then, prince, that you ul- 
timately reſt your cauſe? And is this 
unjuſt pr akdhitida; diſgraceful to that af. 
ſembly where it originated, and repug- 
nant to all the principles of natural | 
equity, as much as to thoſe of freedom, 
the laſt refuge to which you fly for 
7 ſhelter ? ? Can any politive inſtitution, 


0 2 „ | how- 


1 
however protected by venerable forms, 


e preceded by ſolemn deliberations, ; 


abrogate and extinguiſh. the firſt rights 


of human nature? Is the privi- 


lege of chuſing the companion of all 


our joys and ſorrows, and on which 


choice muſt in a great degree depend 
our happineſs or miſery, to be capri- 
ciouſly torn from us by the tyranny a 
of an unfeling Senate? And i is it you 
only who are denied that right, which 
is enjoy'd and exercis 'd by the meaneſt 


of your ſubjects ? Such laws cannot 


claim obedience, or enforce ſubmiſſion. Es 


f It i is not, however, requiſite to obtain 8 
5 formal repeal of ſo unjuſt an inhibition, : 
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in order to evade, or to defeat it. Mar- 


cellus poſſeſſes i in himſelf the means of 
| triumphing, without violence and with- 
out hazard. What Senate could reſiſt 
the entreaties, or oppoſe the pleaſure, 
of the moſt amiable and accompliſh'd 
| prince, who ever aſcended the throne ! | 
Will they refuſe to accept the queen | 
. of his choice, Who is united to him 
by a ye the moſt folemn and facred; 


from a blind adherence to antiquated 


laws, of which they cannot them- 


ſelves approve? Who will diſpute 
the validity of that union; or who 
dare to enter into a conteſt with his 


ſovereign on a point, where his ho- 


| nour, 5 
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nour; his happineſs, and his very 


title are implicated ? No, prince! the 


people, over whom you are deſtin' d 


to reign, | know better how to appre- 


ciate, and | how to reſpect the firſt un- 


alienable rights of human nature, ever 


| to invade that freedom in their ſove- 


reign, of which they 10 pre-eminently 


= enjoy the advantages themſelves. They 
may be ſeduced, or ſurprized into error ; 
but they will not coolly perſiſt in it, in 
contradiction to every impulſe of con- | 


viction, and every principle of huma- 


nity. 


7 e 
. 8 
k — " " 53 IIS - - 
ON CIR 4 2 * — IEEE INE El 5 ö 
- q — . * 


L 36! 


MARCELLVSs. 


5 tremble, Julia, at the giddy pre- 
eipice to which you conduct me; and 
while I wiſh, I yet fear to try the dan- 
gerous experiment that you propoſe. 

3 know, and I feel with grateful plea- 
| ſure, how unbounded are the limits, 
and how ſecure | the dependence, on 
the loyalty and adherence of a gene- 
rous people. Amid the firſt ebulli- 
tions of ſubmiſſion and attachment; f 

among the acclamations and feſtivities, 
which, I fondly believe, would attend 
my perſon, and accompany my acceſſion 
to the throne; [ wicht, perhaps, pro- - 
fit 


1 


fit of thoſe moments of national in- 


'toxication, to place you on the ſane 


eminence with myſelf, and to aſſociate 


you to the imperial purple. 5 might, 


poſſibly, not be even neceſſary to re- 


peal, or to abrogate a law, over which 


oblivion would filently extend itſelf ; 


and the exiſtence of which, as none 
would attempt to prove, ſo it might 


f be wiſe and judicious, rather to allow 


to periſh by a natural, than by a vo- 
lent death. But, though ſuch might, 


not improbably, be. the reſult, yet Ham 


: compell'd by conſiderations ſuperior to 
thoſe which love can inſpire, or, even, 
which an attention to our mutual 


happineſs. can dickate, to avert my 


view 
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view from objects, too ſeducing to be 


regarded without danger. I am not, 


alas ! | like you, at liberty to conſult 
only the feelings of the nan. Pro- 


vidence, which has deſtin'd me to 
reign, has by that ſelection, impos 'd 
on me the hard, but indiſpenſable duty : 
of forgetting the individual i in the prince. 


: Severe as is the effort, it is not above my : 


ſtrength. My mind, intent on emulat- 


ing the virtues, and not on imitating 
the errors or defects of my predeceſſors, 
riſes to the exertion. Yes, Julia! 1 
can renounce even you, if my country 5 
and my glory claim it from me. I 


can fix my eye on the ſublime exam- : 


ple of a Ti itus, who. abandoned Be- 


1 9 ] 
renice, when the duties of a Roman 


emperor exacted and demanded the ſa- 


crifice. Preſs me, then, no further to 


give you this fatal proof of your em- 


pire, and of my own. weakneſs ! ' Urge 
me not to commit an act, which would 
injure me in your eſteem, and which 
would degrade me in my own | Aid 
me even againſt yourſelf ! Suſtain my 
linking virtue ; and ſhare with me the 


| honour annex d to the moſt difficult of | 


all triumphs—a victory over my heart, 


my Rades, and wtf: f 


JULIA; 
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1 
JULIA. 


It is done | 1 no longer oppoſe your 


pleaſure. My mind reluctantly yields 

its conviction to arguments and conſide- 
meg, fo irreſiſtible in their own na- 
ture. Vou have diſarm d me, Marcel 
Y lus. You have even done more. You 
= have almoſt inſpir "x me with a defire to 
emulate, and to ſupport thoſe determina- 
tions by which I am undone. Yet, forgive 

= the weakneſs of my lex, and the i imper- ps - 
5 fetion of my nature, if, while I exert ſo 
difficult an effort, I caſt one parting look : 
towards that viſionary diadem, by which : 


my eyes have ſo long been dazzled and 


deluded. 


5 


deluded. Ye dreams of grandeur and of 
dignity, adieu! Henceforth, Julia ſhall 


limit her ambition to the triumphs of 


love, and to the preſervation of her em- 
pire over the heart of Marcellus. But, 
even here, my fears alarm, and my ſuſ- 
3 picions terrify me. Ah, prince ! what 
ſecurity can 1 henceforth receive, that my 


e confidence in the continuance of your 


affection is built on a more ſolid foun- 


dation, than were my deluſive expec- 


tations of royal greatneſs! The chains 


of love are too feeble to retain the man, 


when the monarch has eſcap d. I tremble 
even to alk myſelf, how long I ſhall 
| preſerve my aſcendancy over a heart, 


qua which beauty and pleaſure will 


er exert 
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exert all their magic, which variety will 


aſſail, and which the facility of conqueſt 
will ſeduce to inconſtancy, Other recol- 
lections, yet more panſul, and yet more 
undeſcribable, preſs in upon my imagi- 
nation, and diſtract my mind. Re-aſſure, 
For you only can, Marcellus, my ſinking 
heart; and teach me to believe, with the 


credulity natural to a woman who loves, 


— that in renouncing the deluſive Phan- 


toms of ambition, 1 ſhall ſtill retain 
that pre- eminence in your affections, to 
which 1 now only and excluſively al- 


| pire, | 


MAR+= 
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MARCELLUS., 


2 Repoſe, my beloved Julia, with per- 


fect aſſurance, in the continuance of 1 


that tenderneſs, which is heighten' d by 


reſpect, and cemented by eſteem. The 


triumph which you have obtain d over 


yourſelf, and the renunciation which: you 


: have made of an imaginary crown, ren- 


; der you worthy of the brighteſt diadem. 
What ſecurity can I give for the conti- 


nuance of my affection, or what convic- 


tion can proteſtations, however mul- 
_ tiplied, produce, ſo ſtrong as that which 


you inherently poſſeſs, in the conſciouſ- 


neſs of your own high merits, and un- 
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equalled endowments! Yet, ſeek not, 


Julia, with vain and ſelf-tormenting cu- 


| riofity, to penetrate the darkneſs of fu- 


turity, and with unavailing ſolicitude to 


enquire into the duration of a paſſion, | 


' which our mutual fondneſs aſſures me 


ſhall know no termination * | The 


gods, with a benignant hand, have veiled 
the future in night, and they deride | 


our impotent attempts to diſperſe or to 


- pervade the gloom ＋. True wiſdom li- 


Tu ne quæſieris, (ſcire nefas) quem mihi, quem tibi, 


Finem di dederint, Leuconoe.” — 


+ Prudens futuri temporis exitum 
Caliginoſa note premit Deus; 
Ridetque, fi mortalis ultra | 

Fas Cue.” 2.— 


mits 


1 


mits its reſearches, and confines its ex- 
ertions, within the bounds which nature 
has preſeribed. It belongs to love alone 
to ſmooth the aſperities of life, and to 
ſtrew with flowers i its moſt rugged paths. 


Let us enjoy the preſent hour, and 


leave to the deſtinies our days to come |! 


| Enough for us to know, that we are 


happy | in each other, and that more is 


not allow' d to man. 
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